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International Conference for Language 

Documentation & Conservation

1. Who are we?

u Language documenters

u Those striving to retain and maintain our language

2. What are we doing?

u Documentation - Preservation

- Conservation

- Revitalisation

- Normalisation

3. Why are we doing this?



International Conference for Language 

Documentation & Conservation

The destruction of a language is the destruction 

of a rooted identity .

Joshua Fishman

What we lose is essentially an enormous 

cultural heritageé

Claude Hagege
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International Conference for Language 

Documentation & Conservation

uLanguage Normalisation through Technology: Te Reo 

Mȗori Example

uLanguage Normalisation through Technology
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A quick Background

u Te reo Mȗori

u An Eastern Polynesian language native to Aotearoa (New 

Zealand)

u 125,000 speakers (1 in 5 of Mȗori)

u 4.5 million people in NZ, 692,000 Mȗori

u Language classified as:

u

definitely endangered ðseverely endangered



A quick Background



Language Activist

u Actively work to promote the language

u Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu

u Do it for the right reasons

u Help others

u Growing relations with sister languages can have 

unexpected benefits

u Gets ideas, enthusiasm, encouragement from others, 

but ultimately does it themselves



Hard Core Language Activist

u Selfish but generous

u Poor but rich

u Doom & gloom but hope

u Devoted to children, grand childrené



Hard Core Language Activist

I believe the children are our future

Teach them well and let them lead the way

Show them all the beauty they possess inside

Give them a sense of pride

To make it easier



Hard Core Language Activist

u Selfish but generous

u Poor but rich

u Doom & gloom but hope

u Devoted to children, grand childrené

u Fiercely passionate about language

u Behind every successful project is a hard core activist



Serendipity



Serendipity ðNiupepa collection



Seize the Opportunities



Seize the Opportunities - Google


